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Tuesday, October 14, 2025  

 

To: Chelsea Schnabel (Community Development Director) and the City of Coos Bay Planning 

Commission 

Subject: Land Use Application #187-25-000114-PLNG 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment this evening on the land use application that seeks 

to replace the 2009 Economic Opportunity Analysis (EOA) with the recently conducted 2025 

version. We applaud the City of Coos Bay for taking the time to host a committee, conduct 

surveys, and more to develop an economic analysis that is meant to reflect the future of growth 

for the region.   

While we agree with general goals that include “strengthen and diversify the local economy”, 

we must ask for a continuance due to the goal 3.9 that lists:  

“Support the Port of Coos Bay in its development efforts for transportation linkage and 

to develop a deep-draft channel to accommodate large cargo vessels and increase 

shipping activities and water-dependent uses.”  

Listing this within the Comprehensive Plan goal and associated policies may have implications 

for how to effectively evaluate permit applications. This expresses bias for projects that are 

listed in the EOA, such as the Pacific Coast Intermodal Project (PCIP). We request that the City of 

Coos Bay exclude this specific language from the policies in the EOA document, as developing a 

deep-draft channel may impact goals such as “strengthen and diversify the local economy.”  The 

EOA lists language to suggest that there could be “upwards of 9,400 regional jobs” from the 

PCIP that appears to be speculative without any citations to support this number. As Statewide 

Planning Goal 9 suggests, EOAs are meant to focus on concise needs and trends for economic 

development. As the PCIP currently stands, the project has not been fully designed nor started 

the permit process. The PCIP is expected to apply for goal exceptions in future permit processes 

regarding statewide planning  Goal 16  because the PCIP  is at odds with the Coos Bay Estuary 

Management Plan. It would be irresponsible for the City of Coos Bay to approve Goal 3.9 as 

currently stands.  
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Existing industries such as commercial and recreational fishing, tourism, conservation, and more 

depend on a healthy estuary. The Coos Estuary is considered to be the nursery bed for fish and 

shellfish industries and acts as a carbon sink. A healthy estuary protects our coastline and 

nearby communities from the impacts of flooding and extreme storms, making this region a 

climate refuge for people seeking relief from wildfire and smoke that were highlighted in the 

analysis. Developing a deep-draft channel would have irreversible impacts on essential habitats, 

cultural resources, and nearby communities. Robust Tribal consultation and further study is 

needed to understand the full scope of these impacts to the local economy. This draft EOA fails 

to address the economic harm that this development could bring to generations of coastal 

industries like fishing, shellfishing and tourism. The EOA should be consistent with the Port of 

Coos Bay’s strategic planning process, which so far has identified significant support for 

investments in the Charleston Marina and fishing industry.1  We encourage that the City of Coos 

Bay to align economic development goals with the Port’s strategic planning process.  

We request that the City of Coos Bay issue a continuance to refine goal 3.9, which explicitly lists 

the development of a deep-draft channel. We support the plan to “strengthen and diversify the 

local economy”, but encourage the City to promote solutions that reflect a regenerative 

economic structure. By supporting existing industries (such as fishing and tourism) and 

welcoming new businesses that support community needs, such as healthcare, there are 

opportunities to work in alignment with other industries. We encourage the City of Coos Bay to 

refine goal 3.9 language to not list “develop a deep-draft channel” in order to adopt the 2025 

EOA.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration,  

Ashley Audycki ​
South Coast Coordinator​
ashley@rogueclimate.org 

 

1 Port of Coos Bay Board of Commissioner Meeting. 09-18-2025. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PtAtOsiIW8 
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