
From: Christine Sylvester
To: Moffitt, Christine (cmoffitt@uidaho.edu)
Cc: Nichole Rutherford; Chelsea Schnabel
Subject: Christine Moffitt Public Comment
Date: Friday, March 14, 2025 5:00:12 PM
Attachments: Public comments Moffitt .pdf

Good afternoon,
 
Your public comments have been received and will be entered into the public record.
 
Christine Sylvester
Executive Coordinator / City Recorder
City of Coos Bay – Office of the City Manager
500 Central Ave
Coos Bay, OR  97420
Phone:  541-269-1181 x 3103
csylvester@coosbayor.gov
 
From: Moffitt, Christine (cmoffitt@uidaho.edu) <cmoffitt@uidaho.edu> 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:01 PM
To: Administration <administration@coosbayor.gov>
Subject: sent but Chelsea out of office

 
 
I emailed this to Chelsea but she is out.  figure i need this by 4 pm.!!
will have more by Monday
 
Christine 
 

Christine M. Moffitt, Ph.D.

 

700 Denise Place

Coos Bay, OR 97420
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14 March 2025 
 
Revised and clarified comments regarding the Empire Blueprint discussion and 
decisions at the Hearing for March 18, 2025.  
Christine Moffitt, 700 Denise Place CB 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comments. I have submitted 
comments on the earlier draft.    
 
I continue to note that some of the recommendations for changing from exclusive 
water related uses in the estuary management plan are still remaining and suggest 
more housing to be developed in these areas.  In the consultant report, a mixed use 
(Figure 22) of the waterfront concept (long term) provides considerable development 
in high-risk areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
This infill would require changes in the existing CBEMP and must be considered with 
regard to the overall configuration of current and potential changes in the estuary. 
Specifically, I continue to point out the recommendation that the 54-UW and 54-DA 
segments be amended to allow residential uses that are not strictly water dependent.  
  







However, my concerns about the potential impact of a major proposed development 
of the estuary, and the spit across from the Empire district have not been mentioned 
in any of these documents. 
 
These actions will increase the risks for community members and infrastructure. The 
concept of a tsunami tower will save lives of folks that could retreat here. Also, 
infilling of the waterfront will reduce the open space of the waterfront. Moreover, this 
proposal is provided without consideration of the currently heavily promoted PCIP.  If 
this Port project were to be developed, the potential effects of a proposed container 
port and its turning basin that is associated with this development will totally change 
the configuration of the estuary bottom, recreational access and hazards.  The 
proposed configuration of this basin will create a substantially deeper and wider area 
abutting this proposed development change. 
 
This concept of future development of water use should be part of this report and 
considered in the development of the city plans, proposed investments and risks. 
Where is the consideration of the hazardous potential of a container turning basin, 
and container ship running aground and spills? The port light and noise will be 
substantial. 
 
 


 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The substrate of the bottom channel now at the proposed turning basin is rock. The 
alteration of this portion will have consequences for the existing fishing pier and the 
boat ramp and docking structure.  
 
The current tsunami inundation zone (next page) is provided on the map below 
clearly shows the inundation zone occupies all of the area along the waterfront. 
Increasing the number of dwellings will increase the risks to households.   
 
 
 







 
 
 
Inundation zone outlined with boundary in yellow. 
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